
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

      Monte Bove 
           Tierra del Fuego 
 
          Expedition Dossier 
 
 

 
Monte Bove from the west 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

MONTE BOVE 
 
 
Introduction 
 
Lying on a peninsula in the south western section of Chilean Tierra del Fuego is 
an extensive area of mountain wilderness called the Cordillera Darwin. This 
unique area is defined by steep icy peaks rising to 2700m, glaciers, fjords and 
dense southern beech forest at lower altitudes. It is quite simply one of the 
most dramatic mountain ranges in the world. The Cordillera Darwin is also one 
of the least inhabited and visited. Our objective Monte Bove (2400m) has only 
received four previous ascents (most recently by Simon Yates and Geoff Robb 
in 2011). This is an indication not of the peaks technical difficulty, but of the 
difficulty of access and scarcity of information about this area. 
 
We reach the foot of the mountain by sailing on an ocean going yacht along the 
Beagle Channel to a drop off point where access can be completed on foot. 
 
The Mountain  

After the international flights to Ushuaia we will spend a night in the city 
before boarding the yacht Ksar the following day. Once immigration formalities 
to exit Argentina are completed we will sail eastwards along the Beagle Channel 
and cross to the southern side to enter Chilean territory at Puerto Williams on 
Navarino Island (please consult map at the end of this dossier for relative 
locations). Although Caleta Olla – our ultimate destination – is West of Ushuaia 
it is necessary for us to visit Puerto Williams, as it is the Chilean administrative 
centre for the region. Here we will spend a night on the yacht in the harbour, 
complete Chilean immigration and gain the necessary permission for sailing in 
Chilean waters. The following day we will be able to sail westwards and spend 
the night anchored in Puerto Navarino before completing the journey to Caleta 
Olla the next day. After carrying loads up to our base camp in the forest above 
the bay, we can turn our attentions to climbing. The yacht will remain in Caletta 
Olla for safety and support. Our objective is the S.W. Ridge of Monte Bove, 
which is a long snow ridge. We will join this ridge by climbing up to it from our 
base camp in the forest to the south.  The ascent involves a small amount of 
easy rock climbing to reach the ridge, which is reasonably angled snow and ice 
with a small pitch of ice climbing near the summit. The remoteness of the peak 
and the local conditions give this climb its own special challenges and it is 
ideally suited to people with some previous mountaineering experience, and the 
necessary skills to cope with a wilderness environment. 

Detailed Itinerary 

Day 1/2 International flights to Buenos Aires and internal flights on to 
Ushuaia, where you will be picked-up from the airport and taken to the hotel in 



town. 
Day 3 We will board the yacht Ksar, exit Argentina and sail across the Beagle 
Channel to Puerto Williams on Navarino Island, where we will enter Chile and 
spend a night in the harbour. 
Day 4 Sailing westwards from Puerto Williams to Puerto Navarino, where we 
will spend the night.  
Day 5 We complete our journey westwards along the Beagle Channel and reach 
our drop off point – the beautiful bay of Caleta Olla. This is the starting point 
for the mountain section of the expedition. 
Days 6-7 Inland from the bay, a waterfall drops down from a steep valley. We 
follow a faint path up into the valley for about three hours carrying loads to 
the site of our base camp in the beech forest below a small glacial lake and the 
South Face of Monte Frances. A further day of load carrying will be required 
to get our kit transferred to the base camp. 
Day 8 We spend the day setting up the camp. 
Days 9-16 These are our climbing and exploring days. It is impossible to say 
the exact schedule we will follow, but there will be days of exploring, climbing 
and resting. It may also be necessary to bring up further supplies as required 
from Caleta Olla.  The climbing of Monte Bove is expected to be at a three day 
round trip, which will be attempted once the group are ready and conditions are 
good. From the lake above the base camp a scree and snow slope lead up to a col 
on Monte Frances S.E. Ridge. From here we traverse eastwards across the 
upper Holanda Glacier to gain the SW Ridge of Monte Bove The ridge is gently 
angled, but quite exposed to the elements and the upper section of the 
mountain is covered in rime that might require a short section of ice climbing. 
Depending on our progress we are likely to camp at least twice on the 
ascent/descent. From the summit we will look forward to stunning views of the 
Cordillera Darwin Range including Monte Frances, the Roncagli’s and to the 
south the Beagle Channel, Isla Hoste and Isla Gordon.  
Days 17-18 Dismantling the camp and carrying loads down to the yacht at 
Caleta Olla. 
Day 19 Sail with the wind east along the Channel to reach Puerto Williams, 
where we can sample the delights of the Macalvi Bar. 
Day 20 Exit Chile and sail back from Puerto Williams to Ushuaia and enter 
Argentina. 
Day 21 Free in Ushuaia. Sightseeing, shopping, eating, drinking, etc.  
Day 22/23 Transfer to the airport for the flight home.  

Please remember that this itinerary is only a rough guide to what we will be 
doing day by day. The chances of us following it exactly are remote. Many 
different factors may influence daily progress such as the weather, condition 
of people within the group, etc. There are many 'spare' days built into the 
schedule - there is plenty of time to climb the mountain. You must be prepared 
to be flexible on the exact schedule that the trip will follow. 
 
What the price includes; 
Airport and other transfers while in Ushuaia. Three night’s hotel 
accommodation (B&B) in Ushuaia. Full-board while on yacht, at base camp and 
while on the mountain. Communal camping and climbing equipment (tents, stoves, 
ropes etc), services of guide/boat captain, and permit fees.  



 
What the price does not include; 
International and internal flights, personal travel insurance, visa fees, lunches 
and evening meals in Ushuaia, airport taxes, your own personal equipment/ 
clothing and expenses of a personal nature such as bar bills, laundry charges, 
telephone calls etc. 

Further Details 

Insurance  

It is a condition, that to come on one of our expeditions you must be adequately 
covered by insurance for rescue, medical and repatriation costs. Most polices 
that will do this also invariably cover your personal equipment against theft, you 
against death or permanent disability and some level of cover for delays and 
last minute cancellation of your trip due to personal medical problems. We will 
need to be provided with a copy of your insurance policy before the trip 
commences.  

Visas  

You require a visa to enter both Argentina and Chile, but for most nationals a 
free visa valid for 90 days is issued painlessly on arrival. Australians and New 
Zealanders usually have to pay for visas and so should consult the nearest 
Argentinian and Chilean consulates to find out the exact requirements.  

Accommodation  

In Ushuaia at the beginning and end of the trip we will be staying in the Hostal 
Malvinas in twin shared rooms. This is an excellent family run hostal - centrally 
located for sampling the cities shops, bars and restaurants. The yacht – Ksar - 
can sleep seven including the captian – Atilio Mosca. Once we are put ashore at 
Caleta Olla and while climbing we will be camping. The tents - which will be 
shared with another person – are modern high quality mountain tents, such as a 
North Face VE25 or equivalent, which offer excellent protection from the 
elements and plenty of space. 

Food  

In Ushuaia breakfasts will be provided in the hostel. You are free to make your 
own arrangements for lunches and dinners. In the evenings restaurant places 
will be booked for a group dinner, which you will be invited to attend. All meals 
will be provided while on the yacht and in the mountains. At the base camp 
cooking will be done communally using MSR stoves. While climbing each tent 
pair will make their own food and drinks. We use a large variety of fresh local 
food for main meals and dried foods higher on the mountain. There will be a 
large selection of chocolate, sweets, biscuits, soups and other drinks for 
breakfasts and during the day. This is very much a ‘hands on’ expedition and you 
will be expected to help with the cooking, carrying water, washing up etc, both 
while on the yacht and on the mountain.  



Money  

The Argentinean unit of currency is the peso. At the time of writing there 
were roughly 70 to £1. The Chileans also use pesos. At present there are about 
900 Chilean pesos to £1. $300/$400 US should cover personal expenses, but 
bring more if you intend to do a lot of shopping. If you wish to bring cash US$ 
or € are best. In Ushuaia credit cards are widely accepted and there are many 
banks with bureau de change facilities and ATM’S 

Shopping  

There are many souvenir and tourist shops in Ushuaia, mostly selling a variety 
of duty free goods (Ushuaia is a duty free port) aimed at the cruise ship 
tourists, who disembark at the port on their way to and from Antarctica. The 
great Argentinean speciality is leatherwear, which is excellent in quality and 
reasonably priced.  

Airport Tax 

There s a small airport tax to leave Ushuaia payable in US$ (roughly $5).  We 
will advise you of the exact amount in country before departure, so you can set 
aside the money. 
 

Language  

 

The language of Argentina and Chile is Spanish. English is not widely spoken so 
you may wish to bring a phrase book 
 
Climate/Weather  
 
Tierra del Fuego has a reputation for some fairly stormy weather. Conditions 
change very rapidly and the best way of describing the weather is variable. 
Temperatures at sea level will be in the range of 5-15 degrees Celsius, although 
it can feel much warmer in the intense sun at these latitudes. In storms the 
wind can be very strong, especially in exposed positions. At times like these the 
dense Southern Beech forest provides great shelter. The eastern end of the 
Cordillera Darwin, where we be based has considerably less rainfall than 
further west. Conditions on the mountain will be quite similar to those 
encountered on Scottish mountains in the winter. 

Photography  

Unless you are a mad keen photographer we would not advise bringing an SLR 
camera with a selection of lenses. Modern compact digital cameras are ideal. 
Being easy to carry and use you are much more likely to have them to hand and 
use than a bulky, heavy SLR. However, if you are a serious photographer and 
want to bring an SLR, lenses, etc, we suggest you bring a small automatic 
camera as well for climbing. Cameras need to be kept in good padded camera 
bags to avoid being broken.  
 



Please be aware that batteries in digital cameras sometimes deplete very 
rapidly when used in cold temperatures. 
 
Leaders and staff  
 
This trip will be led by Simon Yates. As one of Britain's most experienced 
mountaineers, he has been climbing for over forty years, expeditioning for 
thirty-five years and has over twenty-five years’ experience of leading 
commercial expeditions.  

Health  

Inoculations  

You will need all the standard inoculations that are usually carried out in 
childhood such as Polio, Diphtheria and Tuberculosis etc. For additional jabs you 
must consult your doctor as advice changes all the time. It is then your decision 
having taken the advice of your doctor.  

Malaria  

Malaria is not found at these latitudes in Argentina and Chile, so it will be 
unnecessary to take tablets to prevent the disease. However, if you plan to 
travel in tropical areas of South America where malaria is endemic immediately 
before or after the trip you will need to take anti-malarial drugs. Please consult 
your doctor about this.  

Water  

In most cities and towns in Argentina and Chile the tap water is treated and 
reasonably safe to drink. However, should you not want to take any chances 
with this it is possible to purchase pure bottled water, and bottled cold drinks 
are widely available. Once in the mountains the water is safe to drink. 

Stomach Problems   
 
The most likely health problem to occur while away. At the first sign of 
diarrhoea it is best to abstain from eating for a day, while drinking plenty. If 
any illness continues it will be treated by drugs brought along for the purpose.  

First Aid  
 
The group will have an extensive communal first aid kit, but you could bring a 
small personal one comprising of bandage, plasters, aspirins, antiseptic cream, 
throat lozenges etc. Please be aware that for more serious conditions 
evacuation from this particular range of mountains could be difficult. We will 
be relying on members of our group to get any injured/ill person down to Caleta 
Olla from where an evacuation can be made by yacht or the Chilean Navy. 
 
 



Communications 
 
Your mobile phones should well work in Ushuaia and Puerto Williams. Both 
places have the usual internet cafes and telephone shops. Your mobile will work 
at some places out in the Beagle Channel also. They will not work in the 
mountains and therefore for safety we will have two Iridium satellite phones – 
one on the yacht and the other ashore. You will be able to make calls on these 
phones should you wish (cost £1.50 per minute). We will also have a set of 
walkie talkies for communicating on the mountain and with the yacht. 

Altitude 

As Monte Bove is only 2400m high there should be no health implications from 
altitude sickness.  

Dentistry 

Make sure you are up to date with check-ups and treatment. 
 

 

 
The sailboat Ksar 

 



 
 
 


