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Anchorage at the head of Mikis Fjord 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Introduction 

The mountains I plan to climb are located on Greenland’s east coast in Mikis Fjord to the 

east of the large fjord of Kangerlussuaq, lying 400km to the south and 200km to the north 

of the Inuit settlements of Scoresbysund and Kulusuk respectively, and approximately 

300km North West of the West Fjord region of Iceland. Our expedition will utilise the 

yacht Iorana and to access this very remote area of mountain wilderness, with the start 

and end point being the small fishing village of Flateyri close to the town of Isafjordur in 

NW Iceland (see maps at the end of this dossier for overview and detailed location). 

Following on from a reconnaissance of the area in September 2019 to locate unclimbed 

mountains and suitable approach routes the objective of this outing is to attempt as many 

peaks as time, weather and ice conditions allow. The yacht has seven berths, allowing for a 

maximum group size of five clients  

The Mountains 

The peaks that I have chosen to attempt make the most of a good ice-free anchorage, 

straight forward approaches and reasonably proximity to each other to limit the time 

spent moving from one location to another. The yacht Iorana will act as a base camp at 

anchor at the head of the Mikis Fjord, where I plan to take overnight trips to three 

different groups of mountains with approximately ten peaks waiting to be climbed.  There 

is also potential peak bagging with another group of easily accessible peaks nearer the 

mouth of the fjord.  

At a glance itinerary  

Day 1 A dramatic and beautiful journey by road from Reykjavik to Flateyri (close to the 

town of Isafjordur) in the West Fjords region of NW Iceland - which will take 

approximately 6 hours. Here we will board the yacht Iorana with its captain Vicente 

Castro.  

Days 2-3 This is the first part of the sailing section of the trip. Once preparations are 

complete and there is a favourable weather forecast we will make the 300km crossing of 

the Denmark Straight – the name given to the section of the North Atlantic Ocean 

separating Greenland from NW Iceland. This will be continuous travel under sail, motor or 

a combination of the two depending on conditions and should take roughly 36 hours. 

Days 4-13 This section of the trip is devoted to climbing with some transiting on the 

yacht between one location and another. I aim to tackle easier and smaller objectives in 

the head of Mikis Fjord before moving to other projects towards the mouth of the fjord.  

Days 14-15 At the end of our time in the mountains we will exit Mikis Fjord and make a 

second crossing of the Denmark Straight back to Iceland.  



Day 16 The return journey back to Reykjavik by road. 

 

Looking towards the head of Mikis Fjord and the peaks to the east. 

What the price includes; Transfers between Keflavik Airport and Reykjavik and onward to 

and from Flateyri (where we embark, disembark from Iorana). Full-board while on the 

yacht, and in the mountains. Communal camping and climbing equipment (tents, stoves, 

ropes etc. polar bear deterrent kit - including rifle), services of guide/boat captain.  

What the price does not include; International flights, accommodation in Reykjavik, 

personal travel insurance, meals while in Reykjavik and while transferring to and from 

Flateyri, your own personal equipment/clothing and expenses of a personal nature such as 

bar bills, laundry charges, telephone calls etc. 

Further Details 

Insurance  

It is a condition, that to come on one of our expeditions you must be adequately covered 

by insurance for rescue, medical and repatriation costs. Most polices that will do this also 



invariably cover your personal equipment against theft, you against death or permanent 

disability and some level of cover for delays and last minute cancellation of your trip due 

to personal medical problems. For these reasons we recommend you take out insurance for 

the duration of the trip when you book it.  

Visas 

Not necessary to visit Iceland for EU citizens. Other citizens had better check. Nobody 

will check our travel documents in Greenland. 

Accommodation  

You are free to make your own arrangements while in Reykjavik, but I am happy to make 

reservations at Snorri’s Guesthouse, which is a comfortable B&B I have used with groups 

for many years now. It is very well run and located within easy walking distance of the city 

centre. We will be using the yacht Iorana as both our means of travel and accommodation. 

It will also act as base camp for some of the mountain excursions I am planning. I will also 

bring tents for trips into the mountains that require overnighting. The tents will be North 

Face VE-25 or equivalent – two or three people per tent. 

Food  

While in Iceland you can sample some of the countries wonderful restaurants. For the rest 

of the trip we will be preparing our own food on-board Iorana using the yachts gas stove 

and oven. This will be good fresh food sourced in the UK and Iceland. Ashore we will be 

using MSR stoves, with one stove per tent. Because of weight constraints (we will have to 

carry it around while in the mountains) there will be some dried food main meals, a large 

variety of drinks and the usual chocolate, biscuits etc. for use while climbing. 

Money 

The Icelandic Krone is used in Iceland, but credit cards are also widely accepted and there 

are ATM’s in most towns. You will not need money while in Greenland, as where we are going 

there are no places to spend it. Iceland is expensive – in Reykjavik and an average 

restaurant meal is £40 and upwards. 

Language  

The Icelanders speak Icelandic - an ancient form of Norwegian - and the Greenlanders 

Danish and Inuit languages, but we might not even meet any Greenlanders. Fortunately, 

many of both islanders also speak some English. 

 

 



Climate/Weather  

Greenland has a polar climate. We can expect temperatures of between -5 and 5 Celsius at 

night with highs of 10 -15 during sunny days. In the sun it can feel very hot. The weather 

is variable with no fixed pattern, but generally the winds are light and there can be 

lengthy spells of good weather. Any precipitation could fall as rain or snow. During the 

duration of the trip we will be treated to round-the-clock daylight. 

Satellite Phone/Communications 

The expedition will have two satellite phones - one on the yacht and another for use 

ashore during overnight excursions with a solar panel to charge it, primarily as a safety 

precaution. The phone on the yacht is also primarily for safety, but is also used to 

download weather forecasts. You can make personal calls at a cost of £1.50 per minute 

(depending on the charge status of the batteries). We will also have walky-talkies to 

enable liaison between those ashore and those on the yacht. 

Photography  

Unless you are a mad keen photographer we would not advise bringing an SLR camera with 

a selection of lenses. Modern compact digital cameras are ideal. Make sure you have one 

with a good battery life. A spare fully charged battery could be useful. Cameras need to 

be kept in good padded camera bags to avoid being broken.  

Leaders and staff  

I will lead the mountain section of the trip and Vicente will be in charge while we are 

aboard Iorana.  

Health 

Inoculations  

You will need all the standard inoculations that are usually carried out in childhood such as 

Polio, Diphtheria and Tuberculosis etc. For additional jabs you must consult your doctor as 

advice changes all the time.  

Water  

Tap water is safe to drink in both countries and while in the mountains we will be melting 

snow or utilising meltwater. 

Stomach Problems   

I am not envisaging any on a trip of this nature, but any will be treated by drugs brought 

along for the purpose.  



 

First Aid  

The group will have an extensive communal first aid kit, but you could bring a small 

personal one comprising of bandage, plasters, aspirins, antiseptic cream, throat lozenges 

etc. Please be aware that for more serious conditions evacuation from this particular range 

of mountains could be difficult and time consuming.  

Altitude 

The peaks we intend to climb are 1000-1500m high, therefore this should not be a health 

issue.  

Dentistry Make sure you are up to date with check-ups and treatment. 

 

 

Un-climbed peaks to the west of Mikis Fjord 

 



 



 

Map showing location of Mikis Fjord to the east of the large fjord of Kangerlussuaq 


